Morphology and distribution of Varanus rainerguentheri

Figure 5. Range of V. rainerguentheri in the Moluccas. Shaded
areas indicate islands of currently known occurrence; the under-
lined island name represents new locality data and the black dot
points out the type locality on Halmahera.

ing its specific identity due to its partly considerable varia-
tion in colour pattern, it is not surprising that new locality
data for this monitor species continues to be uncovered.
This is particularly important in respect to the overlapping
scale counts of V. rainerguentheri and V. cerambonensis
(see PHILIPP et al. 1999 and data presented in this study).
Thus, our results suggest, that Buru is inhabited by both
monitor species sympatrically. The occurrence of a third
species on Buru, viz. the widespread V. indicus, could not
be confirmed by our investigations. Among eleven vouch-
er specimens examined from that island, none showed the
characteristic colour and pattern of that species (A. Kocs,
unpubl. data).

Due to the geographic proximity to the new locality
record from Buru, it is very likely that V. rainerguentheri
also inhabits the neighbouring Moluccan islands of Seram

Figure 6. V. rainerguentheri from Buru, a new island record for
this monitor species. Photo by IQBAL SETIADI.

and Ambon. Future fieldwork or investigations of further
museum collection specimens will surely answer this open
question.

International pet trade?

The additional descriptive data gathered help to establish
that photographs of a number of Varanus sp. specimens (in
spite of their being without exact locality data) that have
been imported for the pet trade to Europe, Thailand, and
the U.S. actually might represent V. rainerguentheri (Fig. 3)
while this monitor species is not (yet) listed in the CITES
trade database (CITES 2011). Probably, V. rainerguentheri
is traded under the established name of V. indicus, which
is a species that has regularly been exported from Indo-
nesia in recent years and served in the past as a collective
name for various other and partly undescribed members of
the V. indicus species group (e.g., BOHME & ZIEGLER 1997,
ZIEGLER et al. 1999). While photos of these import speci-
mens largely correspond with the examined specimens of
V. rainerguentheri, certain discrepancies in colour pattern
are also noted, including a conspicuously barred throat,
which is a feature lacking in both V. rainerguentheri and
V. indicus. Therefore, given this uncertainty, we feel it is
necessary to regard these animals as V. cf. rainerguentheri.
While the exact origins of these monitors are not known,
the presence of V. rainerguentheri in the pet trade is not
surprising given the activity of collectors of wildlife in the
northern Moluccas and beyond. It has previously been es-
tablished that many “Varanus indicus” specimens in the
international pet trade since the 1990s in fact represented
other cryptic members of this varied species complex, such
as V. juxtindicus from the Solomon Islands (see WESIAK &
KocH 2009).
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Appendix 1
Specimens of V. rainerguentheri examined

MZB 6145, an adult from Desa Sofifi, Oba Utara, Halmahera Is-
land, collected by IQBAL SETIADI & AMIR HAMIDY, 3.viii.2006;
RMNH 3188, a juvenile from Morotai Island, collected by H. A.
BERNSTEIN, 1862; RMNH 3190a-b, two juveniles from Ternate Is-
land, collected by H. A. BERNSTEIN, 1862; RMNH 3184, a subadult
from Obi Island, collected by BERNSTEIN, 1863, identified as V.
cerambonensis by PHILIPP et al. (1999), re-identified by WerjoLa
(2010); MNHN 5157, a juvenile from Ternate Island, collected by
A. RAFFRAY, ca. 1876; SMF 11581, a subadult from Ternate Island,
collected by W. KUKENTHAL, 1895; SMF 56469, a subadult from
Buru Island, collector unknown, 24.vii.1913, donated by the Mu-
seum in Bogor in vii.1957; USNM 215907 (field number HS-A-
175), a juvenile from Kampung Loleba, Wasile District, Halma-
hera Island, collected 25.xi.1978; USNM 215908 (field number HS-
A-371), a juvenile from Kampung Loleba, Wasile District, Halma-
hera Island, collected by P. M. TAYLOR, 14.iii.1978; USNM 306185
(field number 85 B 28), a juvenile from Wasile, Wasile District,
Halmahera Island, probably collected by P. M. TAYLOR, 1982.

Appendix 2
Specimens of V. rainerguentheri not examined in detail

SMF 11580, a juvenile from Halmahera, collected by W.
KUKENTHAL, 1895; SMF 34437-38, two juveniles from Halmahera,
collected by W. KUKENTHAL, 1895; SMF 56470 (formerly MZB
666), a juvenile from Ternate Island, collector unknown, donated
by the Museum in Bogor in vii.1957.



