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Water snake (Xenochrophis piscator) imitates cobra

(Reptilia: Serpentes: Colubridae)

During a stay in Sri Lanka (Ceylon) in February 1981, a remarkable type
of aggressive behaviour of the Fishing Snake, Xenodhrophis piscator asperrimus
(BOULENGER), was observed.

The Fishing Snake is a common species in Sri Lanka, usually occurring in
the water. Catching these snakes is simple by hanging a small fish on a fishing-
rod and moving it on the water surface. The snake, often lying on the look-out
with its head just above the water, tries to catch the fish and swims after the
bait. In this way the animal can be lured towards the edge and then caught by
hand.

One of the snakes (medium sized, about 50 cm, sex unknown) was caught in
late afternoon in a natural pond close to the Dehiwala canal in Wellawatta
(Colombo). It was kept in a moist linen bag until the next day, in order to be
photographed. When the snake was taken out of the bag and put on the ground,
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