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A case of predation on Typhblops vermicularis by a Blackbird in Israel
(Reptilia: Serpentes: Typhlopidae)

During an afternoon walk through Kibbutz Netzer Sereni, Israel, on
15 March 1981, a male Blackbird (T#rdus merula), rushed suddenly out of the
bushes in one of the gardens with a long, dangling animal in its bill. It dropped
the worm-like creature on the road, some 10 m in front of us and started
furiously to peck on it.

Curious to know what this food item could be, we ran forwards in order
to scare away the Blackbird from its prey. It flew up indeed, however, with
the victim in its bill. Fortunately, it landed again on the road some 15 m farther
away. Another dash was more successful. This time it dropped its ,worm”,
giving us enough time to reach it first.
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The prey turned out to be a Worm snake (Typhlops vermicularis MERREM,
1820) with a length of 19,5 cm. Its spine was badly damaged at three different
places, showing clear marks of the Blackbird’s bill. About two hours later it
died.

This is the third case of a Blackbird feeding on a reptile in Netzer Sereni.
In a previous note I was able to describe predation on the Eyed skink, Chalcides
ocellatus (ForskAr, 1775), and the Turkish gecko, Hemidactylus turcicus
(LINNAEUS, 1758). From these data and from various records of Blackbirds
feeding on the Slow worm, Anguis fragilis LINNAEUS, 1758, in Europe, it is
clear that Turdus merula is most probably-a common predator of small reptiles.

Nachdem bereits der Skink Chalcides ocellatus sowie der Gecko Hemidactylus
turcicus als Beutetiere der Amsel (Turdus merula) in Israel belegt werden konnten,
wird hier von der Erbeutung einer Wurmschlange, Typblops vermicularis, durch die
gleiche Vogelart berichtet.
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